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Focused English Plan (FEP) 1   
Y6 – Wisp: 

The objectives below are taken from the HfL Writing Priorities (Y6).  The wording can be adapted for use with 
children.   Green, purple and blue objectives are cumulative across the planning sequences.  Continued revisiting 
and retrieval of understanding over time thus takes place, allowing learning to embed into long-term memory.   
Basic, essential knowledge is taught in FEP1 (green); FEP 2 and FEP 3 objectives (purple and blue) build on this.  
The orange objectives are implicit throughout all three plans and will occasionally be the teaching focus of a 
lesson.  In Y6, four orange objectives are asterisked and these are likely to need embedding into daily lessons. 
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  use a variety of sentence structures, such as: single clause sentences and multi-clause sentences using coordinating conjunctions  

 use a range of punctuation taught across KS1 and KS2 to demarcate sentences 

A
c
ro

s
s
 a

ll 
F

E
P

s
 

 use other similar writing as models for their own 

 identify the audience  for and the purpose of their writing and select the appropriate form when planning 

 note and develop initial ideas  

 rehearse orally, alternative word choices and sentence constructions to best suit the purpose and effect of a text  

 use expressive and figurative language to create mood and atmosphere 

 structure main ideas across the text by using paragraphs purposefully 

 link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place, number or tense choice  

 proof read for spelling, grammar and punctuation errors* 

 re-read to check that their writing makes sense*, that tenses are consistent, pronouns are used accurately, and that there is correct subject 
and verb agreement when using singular  and plural* 

 evaluate and edit, assessing the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing  

 perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear 

 maintain the use of  the present and past tenses correctly and consistently 

 use knowledge of phonics and morphology to support accuracy with spelling* 

 spell further exception words* 
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Remember to use your Assessment for Learning strategies at all times. It is recommended that you use the ‘Back on Track: Writing Priorities’ 
document as guidance to support differentiation. 

Day Learning Objective Teaching Outline  

1 Read and understand 
a narrative.  

 What does the word ‘Wisp’ mean to you? Take ideas from chn and note them down.  
Explain that this book is entitled ‘Wisp A story of hope’.  

 What do you think this text might be about? Why do you think that? 

 What does the word ‘wisp’ imply?  

Read carefully through the story of Wisp. Take your time reading through it, modelling overt prosody as you go through and 
give plenty of time for children to look at the pictures. 
Pause for discussions and checking understanding of the text as and when it is appropriate.  
Ask chn: 

 Tell me about the story. What do you understand from that? 

 Do you think there is a message that the author is trying to convey? 
Explain that on the back of the book, it says that this is: ‘The powerful and uplifting story of a young refugee who discovers 
hope’.  

 What is a refugee?  

 Why might a refugee need to discover hope? 
Once the book is finished, give chn a grid with the headings Likes/Dislikes/Puzzles/Connections. 
Chn are to fill in the grid with ideas of what they liked and disliked about the story, any puzzles or things they aren’t sure of 
as well as any links they could make within the story or to other texts they may know.  
 
Spend a few minutes asking chn to discuss and recall what they know about structuring sentences. Note ideas on working 
wall. They can use these ideas in the following task.  
Chn are to write a short review of the story basing their ideas on the Likes/Dislikes/Puzzles/Connections grid which they 
have just completed. 

2 Understand the main 
character within a 
narrative.  

Re-read the story together, allowing for some echo reading and modelling overt prosody.  
As the book is being read, note down any examples of vocabulary that could be considered unusual, ambitious or unknown 
to be added to the working wall. Eg: gentlied, softlied, etched, quivered… 
 
Hot seating: Ask a child or another adult to take on the role of Idris. Chn are to ask Idris a series of questions and ‘Idris’ has 
to answer in role. Model this first, including giving an answer with an appropriate amount of detail. 



Year 6                                                                                                         Focused English Plan (FEP) number 1 

 
© 2020 Herts for Learning Ltd 3 

 

Eg: Q: What was life like for you as a refugee to begin with? A: Life was very lonely. I spent a lot of time around people but 
everyone was so tired and scared and sad that they didn’t want to talk. There was no laughter or positivity. No-one had 
anything to be hopeful about but then I grew up as a refugee and I thought that was normal.  
Then give chn a chance to discuss what questions they might ask.  
Eg: Did you talk to many people you stayed with? Why? Did things change in the refugee camp over time? What did you 
first think when you saw the wisp? 
 
In groups, chn are to have (or draw) an outline of Idris on a large sheet of paper. They are then to complete a role on the 
wall. Inside the outline they write down things that Idris may be thinking throughout the text. On the outside of him, they write 
down things which he might be saying or doing throughout the text. 
 
Ask groups to present these to the class. Are they all broadly similar or are there differences? Questions chn on their 
choices and ask for evidence to back up the choices about Idris which they have made.  

3 Understand the use of 
metaphors within a 
text. 

What is a metaphor? Can you define it? (a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to 
which it is not literally applicable) How is a metaphor different to a similie? (A metaphor is saying something is something 
else whereas a similie is saying something is like something else). 
Give the example of: ‘The man lifted his voice, and music poured into the night.’ 
Re-read the book again, allowing for echo reading and modelling overt prosody, asking chn to focus on metaphors and to 
note down any examples of metaphors they identify in the story. 
 
After, ask chn for any metaphors they identified and why they picked them.  
Eg: ‘A swelling sea of rememberings twirled on the air and shimmered in the breeze’ suggests that as the man was 
speaking, so many good memories were coming from him and hearing them brought hope of happier times in the past and 
happier times to come.  
 
Using that example (and others) ask chn: What effect do those metaphors have on the reader? (It illustrates the book with 
words – putting pictures in your head to allow you to understand more of what is going on). 
 
Look at the final five pages of the book. Particularly: ‘The promise grew stronger with each person it touched. Soon it 
whispered…Someday’.  

 Is this a metaphor?  

 What could it mean?  

 Could this whole story be a metaphor? 

 What do you think is the message the author is trying to convey through this story? 
 
Give chn some metaphors from the text and ask them, in pairs, to write a sentence or two to explain what the metaphors 
may mean. 
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Metaphors could include: 

 The man lifted his voice, and music poured into the night 

 A swelling sea of rememberings twirled on the air and shimmered in the breeze 

 They listened to the blazing bright heartbeat of a song 

 When the woman’s fingers stilled, there was just a splash of happy in her words, and the sad on her face was not as 
deep as before 

 
Share the meanings chn have come up with. Do they all agree with each other? Why/why not? Explain that even if they 
don’t all agree, it doesn’t make anyone wrong. The beauty of reading is that we can all take away something slightly different 
from a book like this.  

 


